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Isolation and World War II

Rise of Nazi Germany
The Effect of World War I

The roots of WW II are found in the conclusion of WW I



Germany surrenders




Domestic discontent





War destroyed German morale

War contributed to the collapse of the German Imperial system

Kaiser abdicated

Numerous political parties formed to take advantage of vacuum of power

The republican government established after the war was very weak



Allies demanded reparations to pay for the war

The heavy reparations contributed to the collapse of the German economy during the 1920s

Hyper-inflation

Germany was also to be demilitarized

Fascism and Nazism


This political and economic environment helped give rise to a fascist movement in Germany

Fascism was a political movement that emerged in response to the rise of socialism throughout Europe after WW I
Fascism was an extremely nationalistic movement that held the value of the state over interests of individuals, corporations, and organizations

It sought to bring about social efficiency through nationalism and law and order

It particularly took hold in Italy by 1922 under the leadership of Benito Mussolini

The Fascists seized power through physical intimidation of their enemies

They achieved political status in the government by threatening to march on Rome and cause general chaos
Mussolini was made prime minister and from there he consolidated the power of the fascists until they dominated the government by 1924

The establishment of fascism in Germany copied the rise of the movement in Italy
The National Socialist German Workers’ Party (Nazi) arose during the 1920s under the leadership of Adolf Hitler

Hitler had seized control of the party in 1921

Hitler was Austrian

Grossdeutsch

The Nazis waged a campaign of intimidation and violence against socialists and other enemies
The economic conditions along with intimidation allowed for the Nazis to grown in power by the 1930s

In January 1933 Hitler was elected as Chancellor of Germany

Hitler was given dictatorial powers

Expelled communists from government


They were accused of setting fire to Reichstag

When the President of Germany (Hindenburg) died no new presidential elections were held and Hitler became Chancellor and President




Hitler ordered military to swear loyalty to him

Hitler began to rearm the military in violation of the Treaty of Versailles

German Expansion

In 1935 the British and the Germans agreed to a new naval treaty allowing Germany to expand its naval power

The Italians invaded Ethiopia in October revealing the weakness of the League of Nations

In March 1936 Germany re-militarized the Rhineland which was prohibited by the Treaty of Versailles

In 1938 Austria was annexed into Germany
The British and French opposed these moves but failed to oppose them militarily

The French and British appeased the Germans with agreements to make concessions in exchange for peace

The greatest appeasement came with the British and French agreement of the German annexation of part of Czechoslovakia

Munich Agreement 1938

“Peace in our time”


Neville Chamberlain

War began in Europe on September 1, 1939 as Germany invaded Poland

The following year the Germans invaded Denmark, Norway, Belgium, France, the Netherlands, Greece, and launched the beginnings of an attempt to conquer Britain

The Rise of Imperial Japan
Post-WWI Japan


Japan was allied with the western powers against Germany during WW I

As a result of the surrender of Germany, Japan was able to acquire German territories in China and the Pacific
Japan also began to expand its holdings in Manchuria and Inner Mongolia

Japan demanded more concessions from the Chinese but ultimately pulled back from these demands during the war

Japan emerged from World War I as a major actor in international politics despite not playing a large role in the war

Gained a permanent seat on the council of the League of Nations

A two party system had been developing in Japan but economic problems and western ideas brought about a proliferation of political parties including socialists and communists

This is somewhat similar to Italy and Germany

These developments led to political instability
The liberalization of election laws benefited the communist party that made electoral gains and called for the end of the Japanese feudal system, the emperor, and the removal of Japanese troops in China
A 1928 law banned political parties dominated by communists and police action also forced them underground

Growing nationalism in China, the rise of Soviet communism in Russia, and the growing influence of the U.S. in East Asia threatened Japanese interests

Japanese Disarmament

The Washington Conference and other disarmament treaties in 1921-1922:

Brought about Japanese neutrality towards China
Established a warship ratio and limited armament size between U.S., Britain, France, and Italy

The U.S. and Britain agreed not to build any more naval bases in Pacific

Conceded Pacific to Japanese influence

Japanese interpreted these treaties as an affront

They were especially offended at the restrictions of their naval power


And their restrictions in China



Japan needed natural resources

Japan maintained a democratic government throughout the 1920s, but the military began to play a larger role in the country’s politics by the 1930s

With the onset of the depression Japan began to slip into a form of fascism
The economy became tightly controlled by the military for military purposes

This began to bring Japan out of the depression

Japan had been dependent on the U.S. for raw materials

The depression in the U.S. decreased production of these materials

But also in the interest for developing a strong economy and military the Japanese needed supplies they could control

Japanese Expansion

Japan began to expand its imperial holdings in the early 1930s

Taiwan had been annexed in 1895

Korea had been annexed in 1910

In 1931 Japan invaded Manchuria

Said to liberate the Manchus from the Chinese




Japan abandoned the League of Nations in 1933





A part of Inner Mongolia was taken in 1933





In 1934 Japan renounced the Washington Treaty





China was invaded in 1937
In 1936 Japan, Germany, and Italy had signed an anti-communism treaty

In July 1941 Japan invades Indochina

The U.S. froze all Japanese assets in the U.S. effectively barring them from U.S. raw materials

These imperial expansions allowed the Japanese military become more and more influential in the Japanese government

Eventually in October 1941 the Japanese government is run by the Japanese military as General Tojo Hideki becomes prime minister

These imperial movements in China and the eastern Pacific put the Japanese on a collision course with the U.S.

The Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December 1941 was an attempt to knock out potential U.S. resistance to their expansion
They hoped that they could consolidate their military and economic power in the Pacific before the U.S. recovered from the blow

As we now know this plan failed

United States Isolationism
The U.S. was very reluctant to get involved in the growing crises of the 1930s

World War I was a traumatic experience for the U.S. as well as the other belligerents

The experience and aftermath of the conflict had embittered many people

A lot of the idealism associated with the war and the aftermath was shattered by the outcome

The U.S. was ultimately forced to go to war against Japan and Germany in late 1941
But the memories of WW I and the Depression had forced the U.S. to become more isolationist towards the outside world as it focused on bring about domestic economic recovery

U.S. Internationalist Heritage

Johnson correctly notes that the U.S. had never been isolationist in its history

During the colonial period the British colonies had strong commercial and political ties across the Atlantic
When the U.S. became independent, it was often engaged in international trade and conflicts associated with competition for trade

After the Civil War the U.S. began to exert more influence on the international stage

And it acquired a world-wide presence as a result of the Spanish-American War in 1898

Reluctance to get involved in WW I could only be maintained for so long

The U.S. was caught in the middle of the war from early on

Although the U.S. declined to be involved in the League of Nations it continued to be active in international politics throughout the 1920s

U.S. Influence in the Pacific

American international politics after WW I focused on expanding U.S. influence in the Pacific

American missionaries and traders had been active in the Pacific since the early part of the nineteenth century


The U.S. had long been involved in trade with China

In 1854 Commodore Matthew Perry opened up Japan for U.S. trade

After the Civil War the U.S. expanded it presence in the Pacific dramatically


Alaska was bought in 1868

Hawaii had been under some form of U.S. influence since the 1870s
The Spanish-American War resulted in the U.S. acquisition of Guam and the Philippines

As a result of these developments, the U.S. had become a Pacific power

U.S. expansion in the Pacific and U.S. hostility towards Japanese immigration to the U.S. contributed to growing tensions between the two countries in the 20th century


By 1908 Japanese immigration had been banned


Japanese migration turned to China

In 1915 Japan sought to make China a protectorate as opposed to European colonizers

Since the turn of the 20th century and the Open Door policy the U.S. saw itself as the protector of China

The U.S. opposed Japanese plans in China in the 1910s

The Washington Conference and other diplomatic agreements in the early 1920s continued to place the U.S. and Japan on a collision course
As we have mentioned, Japan became resentful of the U.S. for limiting the number of warships it could build

But the provision of the Washington Conference to not allow the U.S. to build more naval bases in the Pacific contributed to:


Japanese aggression in the Pacific

U.S. and British didn’t have the means to stop aggression






An attitude toward isolation from Pacific affairs
The treaty discouraged the growth of U.S. interest in the Pacific

As the depression took hold, the U.S. raised trade barriers with the outside world including Japan

Japan invaded Manchuria in 1931 and President Hoover did not oppose that development

This was a break from American internationalism and the Open Door policy in the Far East

After Roosevelt took over in 1933 the Japanese abandoned the League of Nations and the U.S. was powerless to do anything about it
Also developments in Europe during the 1930s under the leadership of Hitler contributed to the development of American isolationism

The U.S. followed the lead of the British and the French when it came to confronting Nazi Germany on its expansionist schemes
France sought to confront the Germans by building up its defenses

The British sought to appease Germany in order to avoid militarization and conflict

The U.S. simply removed itself from having any influence in Europe which was seen as corrupt

Isolationism and Neutrality


From 1935-1941 the U.S. passed a series of Neutrality Acts

These acts were a rejection of traditional U.S. internationalism

The 1935 Neutrality Act:


Established an arms embargo

It was widely believed that the arms trade is what dragged the U.S. into WW I




Established travel restrictions

When war broke out in Ethiopia in 1935 the Neutrality Act was invoked
Arms embargo on belligerent countries

Travel banned on belligerent ships

Roosevelt tried to encourage a moral embargo against Italian goods



The 1936 Extension of the 1935 Neutrality Act




Continued the arms embargo and travel restrictions




Banned loans to belligerents but short term credit exempted




Exempted American republics

After the outbreak of the Spanish Civil War in 1936 the U.S. passed the 1937 Permanent Neutrality Act

Mandatory bans on:


Arms sales


Travel on belligerent ships


Loans to belligerents


American merchant ships trading with belligerents

Also created a cash and carry plan for belligerents to buy non-contraband goods

The 1937 Japanese invasion of China should have brought an application of the Neutrality Act to the Asian conflict
But the U.S. obviously favored China in its conflict with Japan and refrained from applying the act to the conflict in order for China to continue to receive support

Emergence from Isolationism

As war emerged in Europe after Germany invaded Poland in 1939 the U.S. revised its Neutrality laws

The revised Neutrality Act of 1939 established:

Repeal of arms embargo, but established a cash and carry policy

No U.S. ships in war zone around British Isles

Banned loans to belligerents

Banned travel on belligerent ships

Did not allow for the arming of merchant ships



As the war proceeded the U.S. revised its neutrality act in 1941

By this time the U.S. was already favoring the British with the establishment of the Lend Lease Program

Because Britain had little cash to pay for war materials the U.S. subsidized arms purchases with the agreement that they would be paid later


The 1941 Neutrality Act:

Was passed after the torpedoing of the U.S. destroyer Reuben James in November 1941



Allowed for the arming of merchant ships



U.S. ships were allowed to enter war zones



U.S. ships were allowed to enter belligerent ports


The 1941 Neutrality Act was neutral in name only
It obviously was modified to favor Britain over other belligerent nations

By this time the U.S. was inching more and more towards war
U.S. isolation was something that emerged only in the 1930s and didn’t have deep roots in tradition

The erosion of the Neutrality Acts demonstrated that it was not in the U.S. best interest to shut off and ignore the developments in Asia and Europe

Ultimately the decision of U.S. entry into the war was decided for it by Japan at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, and by Germany’s declaration of war on the U.S. the following week


Theaters of war maps
