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Ch. 9  Empire State of the South, 1846-1861

Antebellum Texas


What is Antebellum Texas



Ante—before, bellum—war



Period prior to the Civil War


What does Campbell mean by “Antebellum Texas”?



The term is used as a geographical term



Antebellum Texas refers to the eastern 2/5 of the state

What it really means is that part of the state of which the majority of the population is made up of the traditions and descendants from the lower south

This term then does not include those traditions and descendants of the upper south, Spain and Mexico, or Germany

The presence of traditions and populations of non-lower south tradition makes Texas unique in the South

We talked about the Hispanic and upper south traditions
Germans brought different traditions to the Republic and state

They began to migrate to Texas in the 1830s and by 1850 they constituted 5% of Texas population

Germans tended to be small farmers
They settled in a line from northwestern Harris County to the Hill Country around Kerr County

The German population was rather diverse in terms of religion

A large number of Lutherans but Catholics too

Ultimately the German population represents another non-lower south tradition

Indeed at this time the Germans represent even an non-American tradition in Texas

This ultimately has consequences as the U.S. develops towards Civil War


Antebellum Economy and Society



Antebellum Texas was solidly based on the traditions of the lower south

East Texas and Brazoria County and up the Brazos River became the geographical epicenter of lower south tradition

The main tradition of the lower south was cash crop agriculture based on slave labor
This tradition was the foundation of the lower south

What is the basis of this tradition?
Human origins of slavery

Slavery can be understood as an effect of the human behaviors of kinship and ethnicity

Kinship encourages social behavior towards kinsmen

The effect of that behavior is that non-kinsmen are discriminated against

Ethnicity is the assumption of common ancestry (or heritage) on the basis of shared cultural traditions and/or physical traits

We can assume that because someone doesn’t share a religion, language, head shape, tattoos, piercings, clothes, or skin color then we are not related to those persons in any way and therefore can discriminate against them with out offending our kinsmen

Slavery is based on this behavior

Slavery exists today still

Modern Christianity sees slavery as inherently evil

This is something that emerged from radical Protestantism that associated God’s grace with ALL peoples



And today slavery is seen as a sickness




Indeed it has been explained as a mental disorder in modern times



However, slavery is scary because it emerges from NORMAL human 


behaviors that we all engage in everyday

It is evil from our perspective because it is seen as selfish exploitation on behalf of the slave owner, not because of a lack of social behavior

If there were no social behavior involved in slavery, then it would not exist

Besides kinship and ethnicity the slavery relationship emerges from the asymmetrical relationship that all humans share between parents and children

Humans, especially in traditional societies, respond naturally to this type of social relationship

It’s an asymmetrical hierarchical relationship where one person has certain responsibilities for another, who has certain responsibilities to that person above them

Read from the Social Psychology of Modern Slavery article


Slavery in the world


African slavery doesn’t define slavery


Slavery has existed all over the world and at all times



American Indians



Tribal Africa



Ancient Greece



Ancient Rome



Medieval Europe

In fact our word “slave” comes from the Latin “sclavus” which is the word “Slav,” a people enslaved by the Romans


The Latin word for slave is “servus”

Muslims in Spain continued to use Slavs as slaves during their reign in Iberia

Christians continued the practice as the conquered the peninsula


What drove slavery in the American South?



Cash crop agriculture




Tobacco—Virginia




Rice—South Carolina




Indigo—South Carolina




Sugar—Louisiana




Later cotton—throughout lower south


What was the basis for the practice of slavery in the South?



Geography?



Climate?



Its tradition


Slavery didn’t always exist in the South



Indentured servitude




Indentured servants began to dry up in 1660s



African slavery copied from Spanish in Caribbean



Slavery increases after 1700 and 1713



By 1776 20% of population in British colonies was African slaves


After the Revolution slavery expanded



Slave trade continued until 1808

Cotton production expanded rapidly after invention of cotton gin in later 1790s

War of 1812 influenced the increased production of cotton textiles in U.S. thereby increasing the production market along with that in Britain

Cotton agriculture expanded rapidly across the South after 1815

The expansion of cotton agriculture and lower south tradition in Texas was a result of this expansion

Immigrants from the lower south sought out river bottom lands with water access to markets

The Brazos and lower Colorado were suited to this development

Texas and Slavery Politics


Just like in the U.S. the issue of slavery split the state


However this issue didn’t split Texans into slavery-anti-slavery factions


Texas was a southern society



Upper south and lower south



The existence of slaves didn’t divide Texans


The split is best viewed from the framework of Jacksonian politics

The overall issue was whether Texas would remain in the Union or not over this issue

This divide among southerners developed in 1828-1832 during the Nullification Crisis


Describe crisis



Tariff of 1828



Vice President John C. Calhoun and Nullification

Jackson stood for the maintenance of the Union

Calhoun threatened secession

Compromise

Mexican War and the issue of Slavery


Wilmot Proviso


Issue of Mexican Cessions and popular sovereignty


Texas western border


Compromise of 1850



Admission of California as a free state



Elimination of slave trade in D.C.



Fugitive slave act

Texas give up western claims in exchange for U.S. bonds for Texas public debt

No decision on Mexican cessions and slavery

Politics in Texas


A one party state



Democratic Party

Party divided between Jacksonian nationalists and Calhoun Firebreathers or sectionalists

Whig Party

Very little support because of polarizing nature of the issue of Texas and how it came into the union

Sam Houston and his enemies demonstrate the growing rift between Jacksonians and Calhoun Firebreathers

1850 Nashville Convention

Was held to discuss southern issues surrounding those of the later Compromise of 1850

Southerners began to talk of secession


Houston as senator from Texas in Washington opposed the idea of secession



He argued for the rejection of extremism and in favor of compromise

After the Compromise of 1850 resolved the issues surrounding those of the Mexican American War the Kansas-Nebraska Crisis flared up in 1854

Nebraska Territory and popular sovereignty


Debate and crisis

Attempt at compromise in creation of Kansas Territory and popular sovereignty

Firebreathing Texans supported Kansas

Houston rejected it because of its threat to the union


Indeed violence broke out in Kansas

In order to keep Calhoun style radicals at bay, Houston ran for governor in 1857


He lost, but continued as senator

But he did win the governorship in 1859

Houston declared at his inauguration that Texas would remain in the Union

The best way to understand Texas politics during this period is from this perspective of Jacksonian politics

Texans from the upper south were less dependent on slaves

They didn’t oppose slavery per se, or nor were they abolitionists

They represented a longstanding nationalist attitude of co-existence and compromise that emerged in the U.S. after the War of 1812 in 1815

Political Sectionalism in U.S.


The election of 1860 turned into a four-way race


Democrats divided three ways



Northern Democrats




Douglas





Popular sovereignty



Constitutional Unionists




Upper South




John Bell





Constitution and Unionism



Southern Democrats




Lower South




John C. Breckinridge





Protection of slavery in all of union

Texas and sectionalism


Texas Democrats broke into the to the southern divisions



Houston represented the Constitutional Unionists

People like Hardin Runnels, Francis Lubbock, and Guy M. Bryan represented southern Democrats
Texas secedes


The election of Lincoln spurred movement for secession in south

Sam Houston opposed the movement towards secession and attempted to delay the movement of secession in Texas

In order to secede the states set up conventions to discuss the issue

Texas secessionists were determined to hold a convention whether it was approved by Houston or not

Houston tried to undermine the convention by not authorizing it and later by calling the Texas legislature in a special session to discuss the issue
The secession convention approved secession and was later approved in the legislature

The question now became what would be the nature of secession


Would Texas become an independent nation


Or part of the developing Confederate States of America

Houston refused to take a loyalty oath to the Confederacy

Because of this the legislature declared the office of governor empty and appointed Edward Clark as governor

Houston was essentially removed from the governorship

