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Quaker Migration from England (slide 1)
Drew heavily from north English Midlands

Cheshire
Lancashire
Yorkshire
Derbyshire
Nottinghamshire


History



Celtic and Roman Britain


Viking settlement

Viking invasion of the British Isles began in 793 AD with the sacking of the monastery of Lindisfarne off the coast of Northumbria in the border region between England and Scotland
The Vikings invaded and established themselves in the northern region of Britain from the English Midlands, Scotland, and eastern and northern Ireland during the 800s

Founded Dublin in 841 and also Cork and Limerick in Ireland

In 842 Vikings raided London, Rochester and Southampton.

In 865, a great army of Danes, landed in East Anglia and proceeded to captureYork and Reading and to invade Wessex.
By the winter of 872, Danish headquarters had been set up in London.
In 878, the Germanic English defeated the Danes.

The Danes made peace and the Danish king converted to Christianity and was baptized.

By 886, was freed London from Danish occupation.

A treaty between the Danes and the East Anglians was agreed to.

England was divided, with the north and east (between the Rivers Thames and Tees) declared to be Danish.


This development created what was known as the Danelaw.

In the region of the Danelaw Danish rule, customs, and traditions would dominate

In terms of the tradition of language the ending –by, meaning farm or settlement, became widespread over this region


Derby, Nasby, Thornby, Rugby
Other words became widespread as place names

Thorpe, meaning village

Dale, meaning valley

Also, the ending –son to person’s lineage became widespread in this region

Erickson, Johnson, Gibson, Watson, Harrison

The Norse language that appeared in this region was characterized by its ordinariness

Words like gap, egg, dirt, , happy, knife, husband, skin, sky

This development established relative independence of the north of England from the south



The Midlands under the Normans

After 1066, starting from his base in the south-east of England, William I imposed Norman rule on the south-west, the Midlands and Yorkshire in 1068, meeting little resistance and ordering castles built wherever he went
In 1069 multiple revolts culminated in an invasion by King Sven II of Denmark

William defeated the rebels and laid waste to the country between Nottingham and York, causing widespread famine in 1070
This harsh response and the tragedy that it brought about inspired a traditional hostility towards the Norman conquerors and rulers

North Midlands English Characteristics (slide 2)
Independence and equality
Farmers and herdsmen of the region had a reputation for being independent and had a custom of equality

This tradition was ultimately inspired by the independent Norse ancestors and the Danelaw

This is characterized by family and farm hands eating together at meals
The people of the region dressing alike
Houses being sparsely furnished
And their plain way of speaking
All this suggests that there was not the strict feudal caste based social organization associated with the Danelaw

The Danelaw emphasized the custom of the moots like the Germanic English

The Danish moots were open-air assemblies that emphasized representation from below

Also the Danelaw stressed individual ownership of houses and fields


This contrasted to the Norman system of feudal manors
The Emergence of a Radical Theology (slide 3)
Arose from an oppressed underclass
The long history of the struggle between the Danes and the Germanic English and the Normans contributed to this perception of oppression

The Normans especially encouraged this attitude, but the Puritans were also not tolerant of Northerners and tried to impose their authority on them

Despised foreign elite
The distaste for being under the hierarchical control of others encouraged attitudes of indifference towards any kind of hierarchy and authority
Viking traditions of equality and representation
The old Viking traditions of equality and representation greatly influenced the emergence of a radical form of Christianity that challenged hierarchical religious and government authority

People would refuse to take off their hats for those who outranked them and they refused to pay tithes to the Church of England
Quaker Religion (slide 4)
Based primarily on New Testament

Anglicans and Puritans used both books



New Testament stresses equality more

Hostile to formal doctrine
They opposed any subscription to any kind of creed or formal doctrine like that which was found in Anglicanism and Puritanism

The central tenet in Quaker religion is the belief in God of love and inner light
The idea of the inner light is that divine goodness passed from Jesus into every human soul
This is a manifestation of their notions of equality and hostility to hierarchical social order based on caste like the Anglicans or predestination as with the Calvinists

Christ died for all of humanity not just certain people who adhered to certain doctrines
Quaker Religion Repudiated. . .  (slide 5)
Calvinism and Anglicanism
Clergy
Churches
Sacraments
Ceremonies
Ordinations
Tithes

Organization of Society of Friends (slide 6)

Society of Friends



Why did the Quakers use this term friends?




They addressed everyone as friend




Inspiring social behavior




Metaphorical kinship


Why were they called Quakers?

After 1656 followers of Fox refused to attend Anglican services or pay tithes
This resulted in George Fox being arrested
According to Fox’s journal, Justice Bennet of Derby “was the first that called us Quakers, because I bade them tremble at the word of the Lord.”

Eventually members of the Society of Friends became known as Quakers


Organized as a complex structure of meetings
Men’s and women’s meetings
Business meetings
Worship meetings
Monthly, quarterly, and yearly meetings

Leadership



The Quakers were not anarchists or collectivists



They acknowledged elders and overseers as leaders




The job of these people was to teach, council, and provide support

They overall authority belonged to the society through a system of discipline (restraint) that set codes of conduct for all things including dress, speech, eating and drinking, and child rearing
Persecution of Quakers in England (slide 7)
Physically attacked

Quakers were physically attacked and accused of being witches

338 died in prison or of wounds received in violent assaults on their meetings

Jailed
During the reign of Charles II, 13,562 were arrested and imprisoned in England and 198 were transported as slaves
In 1650 George Fox was imprisoned for the first time
Over and over he was thrown in prison during the 1650's through the 1670's
Other Quakers were put in prison as well
Sometimes the charge was causing a disturbance
Other times it was blasphemy

Two acts of Parliament made it particularly difficult for Friends
The first was the Quaker Act of 1662, which made it illegal not to take the Oath of Allegiance and to hold any religious meetings other than those of the established church
The second act was the Conventicle Act of 1664, which reaffirmed that holding unauthorized religious meetings was a crime

Despite these laws, the Friends continued to meet openly
They believed that by doing so, they were testifying to the strength of their convictions and were willing to be punished for doing what they believed was right

In 1689 the Toleration Act was passed
It allowed for freedom of conscience and prevented persecution by making it illegal to disturb anybody else’s worship
Persecuted by the Anglican Church

The Anglican Church and the government were closely related

So the political persecution should be seen as religious persecution by the Anglican Church

But Quakers were refused to preach in Anglican Churches and were excommunicated from the Church for their heresy

Property seized
As a result of the offenses of Quakers to the government and the Church for refusing to pay tithes much Quaker property was seized

The Quaker religion appealed to many property owners and people of reasonable means

The longstanding tradition of private ownership by those of Norse background made this development especially insidious to Quakers
Early Quakers in America (slide 8)
Wandering evangelists and missionaries, 1650s

Punished in New England and Virginia

Established their own colony in 1675

Large shiploads of Quakers begin to arrive in west Jersey by 1681

Quaker Immigrants

1681-1715

Small farmers

Self sufficient

Tradition of open assemblies

Strong tradition of individual ownership

Tradition of business and industry

Quakers

Population doubled every generation

3rd largest religious denomination

Followed by numerous sympathizers
