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Backcountry Settlement and Settlers

Map of Appalachia (slide 1)
Map of North Britain (slide2)

Map of Scottish clans (slide 3)
Migration from North Britain (slide 4)
Began as a trickle


In VA headrights had been granted for some Irish servants before 1630


140 Irish Calvinists arrived in New England from Belfast in 1636


A small flow of population continued through 17th century

Acceleration of migration


Around 1713 migration accelerated


This movement continued to grow until the American Revolution


Peak periods of migration of this migration



1718, 1729, 1741, 1755, 1767, 1774


2/3 of this migration occurred from 1765 to 1775


As much as 1/3 occurred in the 4 years proceeding American independence


More than ¼ million people migrated from north Britain to America

Border people


Border area of Britain a frontier area because of competition between Scot and English kings that continued for many generations

Area reduced to anarchy because of competition over region until 16th century


Endemic violence and private violence between clans and warlords


Robberies, murders, rapes, etc. (reiving)

The incessant violence characterized the traditions of the region and contributed to the emergence of a different social system that existed in England

The region remained in a vicious cycle that kept the region in poverty

Family relationships very important

More loyalty to family than to crown

People placed little trust in legal institutions and settled disputes by feuds and revenge

This tradition was carried across the Irish Sea

Area began to be pacified in the 1600s and in 1706 with the Act of Union

Pacification a bloody affair

Clan leaders and warlords lost out


Deprived of influence and income


Debt


Lost property to landlords and merchants

Migration from Britain (slide 5)
Migration from n. Britain differed from that to New England, Virginia, or Pennsylvania


No talk of holy or religious experiment

Came in search of material betterment


Concerned with:



High rents



Low wages



Heavy taxes



Short leases


Famine and starvation contributed to migration from n. Ireland


An important stimulus to immigration was correspondence from relatives

Nature of the immigrants


Small number from the ruling gentry


Somewhat larger number from the middle ranks of independent farmers


Largest numbers came from the lowest ranks of who were tenants


Also a large minority of semiskilled craftsmen and traders

Linen trade and migration


A great number of Irish worked in the linen trade


From 1772-1774 a great number of Irish migrated to America as the linen industry suffered a great drop in production

The transatlantic journey


Businesses organized by shipping agents who recruited immigrants from the countryside


Ships loaded beyond capacity


Disease


Starvation


Mortality in this business approached that in the slave trade

Upon arrival the immigrants faced discrimination (even from Quakers)


Conditions so bad in Britain, few chose to return

Religion (slide 6)

Most immigrants were Presbyterians


Practitioners of New Light Christianity


Believed in God’s free grace


Gathered in field meetings and in prayer societies


Camp meetings


Love feast (ceremony of fellowship which included bread and wine)


Evangelical preachers


Protestant fundamentalism


Born again revivalism

Characteristics of Backcountry immigrants (slide 7)
Regional numbers 

Immigrants from Ireland, Scotland, and north England

Averaged more than 5,000 a year


150,000 from n. Ireland


75,000 from Scotland


50,000 from n. England

Social characteristics


Families (similar to New England and Pennsylvania)


Women and girls



Ratio: 149 males to 100 females


All ages except elderly

Border culture (slide 8)

Border heritage from Britain

American backcountry


Tribal lifestyle



Family based social organization


Independence from law



Independence from markets

Backcountry thinking about freedom (slide 9)

Natural freedom



Idea that freedom was associated with the nature of man




Minimal govt.




Light taxes




Right of armed resistance



Did not recognize right of dissent or disagreement



Deviance from norm not tolerated



Opposition suppressed by force



Freedom as elbow room




Different from ordered freedom of New England




Hierarchical freedom of Virginia




Reciprocal freedom of Pennsylvania

