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The British American Colonies

(Slide 1)

Four main regions:


New England



East Anglia


Virginia



South and West England


Pennsylvania



Northern Midlands


Backcountry



Scotland and Northern Ireland
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Jamestown:


First permanent settlement



But it actually failed before it succeeded

Virginia Company

Jamestown was established by the Virginia Company
Like Humphrey Gilbert’s and Walter Raleigh’s colonization scheme, the Virginia Company was a private operation

Many of the original investors in the Virginia Company had been involved in Raleigh’s venture

Richard Hakluyt provided the guidance for the colonization scheme and directed the colonists to the Chesapeake Bay

Slow development



Established initially in 1607

Lack of supplies from England, starvation, illness, harsh winters, and Indian problems all contributed to the collapse of the colony
John Smith established harsh discipline and dealt with the Indians

But ultimately Smith’s efforts only kept the colony hanging on
By 1610 many of the colonists had starved to death and had resorted to cannibalism

The colonists attempted to abandon the settlement but were forced to return by Lord De La Warr

De La Warr and his successor Sir Thomas Dale established harsh discipline and neutralized the hostile tribes by 1611
By 1612 John Rolfe had engineered a hybrid tobacco that received a positive response from England

This freed England from a Spanish monopoly on tobacco

And it contributed to the development of a commodity on which the colony could thrive

Dale had to order that other foodstuffs be grown as well

Another development that contributed to the stability of Jamestown was the marriage of John Rolfe and Pocahontas


In 1614 Rolfe married Pocahontas

Milton says that this event was the turning point of the colony’s fortunes

Intermarriage contributed to the extension social behavior


Thomas Rolfe


English outpost
Ultimately Virginia becomes an English outpost in North America until the 1640s

Although it was the first permanent English settlement in North America, the earliest foundation for English or British society in America would be elsewhere
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England and the Puritans:

In 1560, the “Puritans” or “Precisians” lead by Thomas Cartwright, thought the Anglicans were too Catholic, and the Church should be "purified" of the old leaven of Catholicism, and reformed along Calvinist lines in severe simplicity

These are some of the “purifications” they wanted:
Reform the government of the Church of England, its worship, and teachings
Stop the clerical dress, the kneeling at the Mass, the sign of the cross
The ministers should be chosen by the people, and the office of the bishop abolished
This amounted to a demand of the Presbyterian form of church as Calvinism, in place of the Episcopalian way of Anglicanism

The demand for a known conversion experience, a “relation,” as a requirement for full entry into the congregation

In 1582, lead by Robert Brown, some Puritans saw that to reform the Episcopalian Church of England from within was hopeless
Therefore, they separated from the Church
They were called Separatists, Dissenters, Independents, and Congregationalists
They believe that each congregation should be independent, autonomous, a complete church in itself
And that no church should have anything to say about any other church
Those American colonists who established the Plymouth Colony in 1620 were “Separatists,” and were called Pilgrims
Those who came 9 years later and established the Massachusetts Colony were “Puritans.”
Elizabethan Settlement
After Mary died, much to the relief of Protestants, her half-sister Elizabeth took the throne
Elizabeth was the daughter of Henry VIII and his second wife, Anne Boleyn
Elizabeth was always a Protestant and so worked to return England to the path of Reformation
However, while she condemned Catholicism she also condemned Protestant extremism
Her solution to the strife between Protestantism and Catholicism would eventually be called the Elizabethan Settlement—a “middle way”

Sought to make everyone happy, or at least avoid infuriating any more people than was absolutely necessary
Under her rule, a new edition of the Book of Common Prayer was created which continued with the tradition of being as vague as possible for the purpose of allowing as many different interpretations as possible
This motive of achieving maximum inclusiveness has remained an important aspect of the Anglican Church down through today
Because this cautious approach, however, Church reforms remained very limited
Radical Protestants continued to remain unhappy
They couldn't tolerate any remaining vestiges of Catholicism
They hoped to impose the strict teachings of John Calvin on the church, much as Calvin had managed in Geneva
East Anglia


Eastern counties or shires of England

Early German migrations (400s AD)


Angles, Saxons, Jutes, Frisians


The center of Puritanism

Due to Germanic traditions that emphasized local autonomy and representation
Germanic England (1066) was organized by autocratic authority at the top, but each village organized it own affairs at a village meeting called moots

Above the village moots were the hundred moots (districts), and then the shire moots (counties), and above that the witena gemot which advised the King and appointed his successor

If a village moot could not agree on a problem then the higher moot would deliberate its solution and so on to the top

Those of the higher moots could think of a precedent (tradition) and propose an answer

This is authority that goes from the bottom up

The roots of the presbyterian and congregationalist nature of the Puritan church are found in this tradition

Puritans and the Parliament

The Puritans were great supporters of Parliament

1215 (note after 1066) Magna Carta established Parliament



English nobles bound the Norman descended King to the law

The application of Germanic authority from below to the autocratic arbitrary authority of French Norman feudalism

The Magna Carta's primary purpose was "to force King John to recognize the supremacy of ancient liberties, to limit his ability to raise funds and to reassert the principle of “due process”.

The nobles arranged the first meeting of Parliament in 1265. At this discussion they met "to suggest laws, give advice, and approve tax bills.

Puritans being descended from Germanic English and inheriting their traditions provided great support for the Parliament and the Parliamentary system
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Puritan Religious Characteristics:

Calvinism

The five points of Calvinism are:

Total depravity:
As a consequence of the Fall of man, every person born into the world is enslaved to the service of sin
People are not by nature inclined to love God with their whole heart, mind, or strength, but rather all are inclined to serve their own interests over those of their neighbor and to reject the rule of God
Thus, all people by their own faculties are unable to choose to follow God and be saved
Unconditional election:

God's choice from eternity of those whom he will bring to himself is not based on foreseen virtue, merit, or faith in those people
Rather, it is unconditionally grounded in God's mercy
Limited atonement:
The death of Christ is “limited” to taking away the sins of the elect, not of all humanity, and it is “definite” and “particular” because atonement is certain for those particular persons
Irresistible grace:
The saving grace of God is effectually applied to those whom he has determined to save (the elect) and, in God's timing, overcomes their resistance to obeying the call of the gospel, bringing them to a saving faith in Christ
Perseverance of the saints:
Any person who has once been truly saved from damnation must necessarily persevere and cannot later be condemned 



Presbyterian




A council of elders




The early church was organized in this way

Reform


Reform the Church and society in the image of the early Church

Bible study and daily guidance



God’s chosen people



Concern about losing God’s grace



Preoccupation with Sunday

Suspicion of Catholic Church and Roman nature of Church of England


Opposition to bishops’ authority

Resistance to conformity
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Puritan Secular Characteristics

Education


High literacy



Read Bible



Cambridge




Cartwright studied divinity at Cambridge
He was removed from the school under Bloody Mary and found work as a counselor-at-law

He later returned to Cambridge as a professor of divinity

Law


Rule of law


Liberty

Industry and Commerce


Farmers



Small scale manufacturers


Traders
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Stuart Kings


James I



Scottish



Divine Right of Kings



Spanish relations



Clash with Parliament

Parliament met in a state of anti-Catholic paranoia after the failed Gunpowder Plot
It voted four subsidies to the King
But the king still remained unsatisfied with his revenues
Then James imposed customs duties without parliamentary consent, although no monarch had taken so bold a step since the reign of Richard II
The legality of such an action was challenged in 1606
The Court of Exchequer, however, ruled in the King's favor
The decision of the court was denounced by Parliament
Relations between James I and Parliament were also soured by the latter's refusal to pass the King's plan to allow free trade between England and Scotland
In the last session of Parliament (which began in 1610), proposed the Great Contract, which would have led to the Crown giving up feudal dues in return for an annual parliamentary subsidy
The plan, however, failed because of factionalism in Parliament
Frustrated by the members of the House of Commons and by the collapse of the Great Contract, James dissolved Parliament in 1611
The Crown deep in debt, James blatantly sold honors and titles to raise funds
In 1611, he invented a completely new dignity—that of Baronet
One could become a Baronet upon the payment of £1,080
A Barony could be sold for about £5,000
A Viscountcy for about £10,000, and an Earldom for about £20,000
Following the loss of several former advisors, James began to involve himself in matters previously handled by the ministers
James's personal government was disastrous for his finances and a new Parliament had to be called in 1614 in order to obtain the imposition of new taxes
This Parliament failed to pass any legislation or impose any taxes
James angrily dissolved Parliament shortly after he summoned it after it became clear that no progress could be made
Parliament was not summoned until 1621

The Parliament of 1621 was called in order to raise money for the cause of the German Protestants and James's son-in-law, Frederick the Winter King, in the Thirty Years War
James was forced by parliament to abolish certain monopolies that had been abused by their holders
The unpopular lenient Spanish policy was pursued until the 1623 expedition of Prince Charles and Buckingham to Spain to facilitate the marriage arrangements ended in failure
A marriage treaty with France was concluded in 1624, and James was unable to prevent Parliament from voting a subsidy for war against Spain 
He dissolved parliament for asserting its right to debate foreign policy concerning the 30 Years War and the marriage of Charles

James I died in 1625

Charles I

Henrietta Maria

French Catholic

Clash with Parliament

Parliament preferred an inexpensive naval attack on Spanish colonies in the New World, hoping that the capture of the Spanish treasure fleets could finance the war on the continent

Charles, however, preferred more aggressive (and more expensive) action on the Continent
Parliament only voted to grant a subsidy of £140,000, an insufficient sum for Charles
Moreover, the House of Commons agreed to allow the King to collect tonnage and poundage (two varieties of customs duties), but only for a period of one year, although previous Sovereigns since 1414 had been granted the right for life
In this manner, the House of Commons hoped to keep a check on Charles's power by forcing him to seek the renewal of the grant each year
Charles's allies in the House of Lords, led by the Duke of Buckingham, refused to pass the bill
Although no Parliamentary authority for the levy of tonnage and poundage could be obtained, Charles continued to collect the duties anyway
Charles's first Parliament was dissolved in August 1625
Charles pressed for war with Spain
Once again in need of money, Charles summoned his second Parliament in February 1626
To keep his foes out of Parliament, Charles appointed them sheriffs; as officers of the Crown, they were immediately disqualified from service in the House of Commons



This parliament was dissolved

Charles's wars with France had been crippling to his exchequer
Finding himself in dire need of funds to continue the war, Charles summoned the third Parliament of his reign in March 1628
Immediately, instead of addressing Charles's financial problems, the House of Commons proceeded to consider the abuse of power in the preceding years
It passed the Petition of Right, in which it sought to redress forced loans, arbitrary arrest, imprisonment without due process of law, billetting and taxation without parliamentary consent
Though initially opposed to the petition, Charles granted his Assent to it in June
Parliament then agreed to grant Charles the subsidies he desired, and was subsequently prorogued.



Arbitrary authority

In January 1629, Charles opened the second session of the Parliament which had been prorogued in June 1628
Members of the House of Commons began to voice their opposition to the levying of tonnage and poundage without parliamentary consent
When the Commons passed further measures obnoxious to the King, Charles commanded the dissolution of Parliament.

The King still had to acquire funds in order to maintain his treasury
Relying on an all but forgotten feudal statute passed in 1278, requiring anyone who earned £40 or more each year to present himself at the King's coronation so that he may join the royal army as a knight, Charles fined all individuals who failed to attend his coronation in 1626
Even more unpopularly, he reintroduced the obsolete feudal tax known as ship money
At the same time, religious reform was conducted under the Archbishop of Canterbury in 1633
Laud attempted to ensure religious uniformity by dismissing non-conformist clergyman and closing Puritan organizations
In order to punish those who refused to confrom to the religious norms established by the Church of England he used the two most feared and most arbitrary courts in the land, the Court of High Commission and the Court of Star Chamber
The former could compel individuals to provide self-incriminating testimony, whilst the latter could inflict any punishment whatsoever (including torture), with the sole exception of death
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The Great Emigration


Political dissatisfaction



Parliament v. Charles I


Religious persecution



Puritans v. Church of England


Plagues


Economics



Poor harvests



Textile industry




Monopolies



Reduced trade




Wars




Hostility to industrial advancement




Inflation




Lack of capital
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A New England in America


A New England



Puritans established a New England in America



A New Paradise



A Promised Land for God’s Chosen People


Religion



Most early settlers joined a Congregational church

Before becoming a member of the church a person had to satisfy group of elders of three things:

Adherence to Calvinist doctrine


Achievement of a Godly life


Demonstrate spiritual conversion

Puritan Calvinism can be summarized by depravity, covenant, election, grace, and love




The idea of depravity referred to the corruption of “natural”man

The idea of covenant meant a relationship with God based on binding spiritual contracts

The idea of election was that only chosen few were admitted to God’s covenant

The idea of grace meant restraint, which was God’s gift to the elect

The idea of love was the salvation only came from God’s love and that Puritans were bound to love one another following this example

Puritans worshipped in a meetinghouse and it was organized as a meeting lecture type of service
The Church was a square meeting house usually situated on a hill


Interiors were very plain


No alters


No crosses


Education



High rates of literacy



Colony law required that children be taught to read

Towns were compelled to hire schoolmasters so that they may be trained for university

Puritans founded four colleges of higher learning


Families



Families played a major role in Puritan society



Obsession with genealogies



This has to do with the idea of covenant

Family relationships were encouraged to live up to the idea of God’s covenant

People were compelled by law to live in families

There was an emphasis on close kinsmen at the expense of more distant kinsmen



Families were large but nuclear


Farm and industry

New England farms resembled East Anglian farms where flat champions were worked with ploughs rather than hoes

Farms produced surplus and sold it on the local market and ultimately the external market

New England became a major fishing economy

Internal and external trade and commerce 

Puritans from East Anglia and Northern England brought small-scale textile manufacturing


Town and place names



Most Puritans lived in villages and towns




Towns were a jurisdictional unit and could include rural areas



Many of the counties and towns had names from East Anglia

The proportion of eastern and East Anglia place names in Massachusetts and New England colonies was 60 %--the same as genealogies and ship lists

(Slide 8)

New England and Government

Anglican civic tradition includes
High rate of literacy
Town meetings
Towns governed through selectmen called “ancients” (aldermen) in East Anglia

Selectmen dealt with routine business

Larger questions dealt by town meetings of “principal inhabitants”

Fundamental legal documents functioned like a written constitution

Inhabitants had low participation in politics except when there were important issues at stake

They voted to tax themselves heavily

The object of town government was to rule by consensus not majority

To achieve consensus by discussion, persuasion and mutual adjustment of differences

Tradition of freedom

Public life shaped by idea of liberty
Based on the idea of public liberty which required restrain on individuals

Liberty is based on the idea of restraint

New Englanders insisted that these restraints be consistent with the written law

Various ranks of individuals had different liberties

Liberty of religious worship also important


People should have liberty to worship

Liberty was also applied to situations of circumstantial tyranny


Tyranny could be poverty, hunger, or arbitrary powers

The idea of liberty was that society was ordered by various levels of restraint
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Settlement of Virginia

Jamestown 1607
English Civil War 1642-1649
Virginia settlement 1645-1665
From south and west England
(Slide 10)

Characteristics of rural England

Large manors or estates
Heritage of slavery
Feudal system
Royalist
Orthodox Anglican
Sparse settlement
Agriculture
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Virginia Migration

Differed from New England
High and low classes
Most of low rank
Indentured servants
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Virginia Colonists

Illiteracy
Males
Women
Young population
Spirited or kidnapped
Lagged to Virginia
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Chesapeake Colonies
Highly stratified

Social inequalities

Male dominant

Few families

Rural

From rural England


Large rural plantations and estates

Agrarian

Lack of commerce, trade, and industry


Staple cash crop agriculture
Less skilled

Indentured servants

Less literate
Royalist and Anglican
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Virginia Cavaliers


Elite Virginians


Royalist refugees


Sons of noble families


Attended Oxford


Highly intermarried
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Early Virginia and slavery


Chart
