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The Frontiers of the New South and West

A New South

Although Redeemers secured control of the south there were those who sought to encourage Northern traditions in the region

People like Atlanta newspaper man and Southern booster Henry Grady encouraged Southerners to embrace these traditions

These traditions were especially public education, urbanism, and industrialism

Some Southerners abandoned the past by investing in industrial enterprises like

Railroads, cotton mills, coal and iron mining and production, and tobacco factories

Southern government action in promoting industrial development and growing national markets re-shaped the Southern economy

Even farming was affected by industrialism


Sugar, rice, and cotton all benefited from these developments

Southern Agricultural Tradition

Despite the apparent abandonment of old traditions in favor of industrialism, the South continued to be based on the tradition of agriculture

Many of the old plantation families maintained their social status after the war

Maintenance of their social, economic, and political status emerged from the relationship between social behavior and economics
Many former planters had connections with Northern businesses and firms

They could secure capital in the form of credit and loans from these sources

The poor real estate market in the South discouraged buyers for planter’s land so most land stayed with owners

The effect of this situation was that it allowed for the continuation of the old Southern hierarchical tradition

But the old Southern families also contributed to the erosion of Southern traditions as they became involved in the establishment of shops and factories, cotton mills, sat on railroad boards, provided others with capital, and invested in banks

Individual farms, farm ownership, and farm size grew after the war
Cotton cultivation expanded during the post Civil War period


This is a reassertion of a major Southern tradition

Farm ownership, however decreased over time


Expansion of agriculture depresses market



Cotton prices decrease



More land brought under cultivation

Greater integration of Southern economy into national and international markets

As market becomes depressed many individuals found themselves in debt

Tenant farming increased

As tenant farming increased the old Southern tradition of asymmetrical social relationships became reinforced

Poor white and black Southerners had to settle for this arrangement because they had little access to capital with which they could invest in land

The tradition of asymmetrical social relationships and the lack of access to capital influenced the development of sharecropping

Loans for initial operations were often made in exchange for a share of the crop at harvest
As the market for cotton became depressed it became more difficult to pay off loans

As farmers needed seed and supplies, they often became indebted to merchants as well

Merchants would make a lien or a claim to the portions of the farmer’s crop in exchange for his goods

Oftentimes landlords and merchants were the same person, and a farmer could find themselves drowning in debt year after year

Debt bound individuals to farming and to cotton farming in particular

This reinforced the tradition of cotton farming which was an important basis of Southern society prior to the war

Agricultural interests were promoted in state government


Laws favored:



Cheap labor



Controlled labor



The traditional cash crop


Thus laws favored the continuation of Southern tradition

Redeemers or Bourbons sought to maintain southern traditions

But, interestingly, in doing so they broke from tradition by getting government involved in actively managing and regulating the economy

This tended to go against Southern governmental and economic traditions

The establishment of state departments of agriculture is a good example of this development

The New South
Although the South adhered to the old traditions of the cotton economy and asymmetrical hierarchical social relationships, the emerging nationalism expanding into the region influenced the emergence of a New South

The New South wasn’t altogether new since it was based on a good deal of old Southern traditions

Yet it was through these traditions that Southerners allowed the development of new traditions that were inspired by the region’s integration with the North and the nation as a whole

New West

The history of the West after the Civil War is somewhat similar to that of the South

Old traditions contribute to the creation of a new region with its own traditions

The West as we know it is an Eastern invention

Much of the West as we know it is a literary invention written by Easterners


Buffalo Bill


Numerous writers

But the West is heterogeneous

It is made up of many places


Fertile valleys


Desert wastelands


Vast grasslands


High mountains


Rugged coastal regions


Dense forests

These many places have numerous resources to offer

Like in the South, the growing national market drove the need for the development of the region

The Indians

However, before the West could be completely settled and the various resources of the region employed in the development of the nation, the problems of the Indians had to be resolved

Establishing national control in the region led to confrontation and conflict


Treaties



Fort Laramie 1853



Medicine Lodge 1867



Early 1870s government stops making treaties with Indians


Conflict



Red Cloud’s War 1868



Red River War 1874



Sioux War 1876



Apache Wars 1883-1886

Reservations were established as refuges to assimilate Indians into U.S. society


Reservation policy was aimed at dismantling tribal traditions

The Dawes Act 1887 sought to free Indians from governmental dependence and to encourage American traditions of ownership, rural agrarian society, farming, and market economics
Reservations broken up and individual Indians given 160 acres held in trust for 25 years

Surplus land sold to settlers

Interestingly these policies encouraged many Indians to turn to tribal traditions in order to resist the erosion of those traditions


Ghost Dance


Wounded Knee (Dec. 29, 1890)

Closing of the frontier

Opportunity and Western Settlement
Settlers were led west by opportunity

The government and the railroads encouraged this western settlement with incentives

The Homestead Act (1862) encouraged individuals and corporations to settle west with the offer of practically free land


160 acres (1/4 section)
$10 filing fee

5 years occupancy

Other acts promoted western settlement and development



Desert Land Act 1877




Free lands with promise to irrigate



Timber and Stone Act 1878




One could buy unlimited amounts of land unfit for cultivation

Government policies promoted enterprise in the west


Railroads were given huge tracts of land by state and federal governments



Railroads promoted settlements, farming, and industry

The East and the West



Eastern enterprise developed the West




New England loggers in Pacific Northwest

Inventions from the East contributed to the development of the West





Barbed wire

Like the South the West was dependent on the national government and the Eastern (Northern) economy

The Eastern market provided the West what it needed, and the West provided the East with the raw materials that the expanding economy was based on

Western promoters and developers had access to Eastern capital and important social and economic connections

Western industry was huge and needed great amounts of capital and laborers



Logging



Mining



Railroads

Cattle

The cattle industry reflected the nature of western history

The cattle industry and the cowboy emerged from the western economic process which was based on eastern traditions, markets, and demand

Joseph McCoy and Abilene
A great deal of profit was made in the cattle industry and a great amount of capital was needed to increase profits

The cattle industry was fully integrated into the national market

The rise and collapse of the cattle industry was related to the rise and fall of the national market economy

There was a great deal of Eastern and even foreign investment in the cattle industry


Panhandle



Joseph Glidden



John Adair and British investment
Eastern Traditions and the West

Abundant resources in the East contributed to the development of a tradition of waste that was brought to the west

However the natural resources of the West were limited or scarce and this contributed to environmental destruction

It wasn’t until the turn of the century that the tradition of the conservation of Western resources developed

Like the New South the West was a new frontier for Americans

And again like the New South, old traditions contributed to the development of new traditions and a new region that became intimately identified with the traditions of the United States itself

